Penryn Oak Spreads the Word
Eileen Jassowski

Anything involving a celebration of families and children in a community naturally should include the sport of vaulting.  The coordinator for the 2007 Kids Expo of El Dorado County invited Penryn Oak Vaulters to be a part of the celebration after finding us through my Primo Ponies Photography website.  On April 14 an estimated crowd of 5,000 braved the wind and rain to enjoy a fun event and find out about community resources. They visited tons of vendors, enjoyed performances, ate good food and, of course, learned about vaulting!

We performed twice in the arena for the day with our horse Haystack (his first time out in front of a crowd).  We worked right next to the Folsom zoo, which included miniature horses and llamas wearing hats!  Haystack was a superstar, even with the many balloons and kids shrieking about.

Nu Balance Vaulters were also promoting the sport with barrel routines but, when it rained, we shared our spot and they joined our performance for a special show.  Our coach, Darcie Stratton, did a great job of giving everyone a bit of vaulting history and encouraging kids with no gymnastics or horse background to try it out.  Michelle Solorzano followed up with background information about her clubs and activities. The crowd seemed to enjoy it.  Later one lady was overhead saying to a friend, “Oh, they were just riding horses in the arena, upside down!” I guess that says it all.

We are always working on spreading the word about vaulting. The Loomis Tribune did a really neat article on the team about two months ago and put it on the front page. We had a fundraiser and the girls worked really hard at the marina store Cope and McPhretes located in Rocklin.  Bob and Lisa Cope are our sponsors. They also own the stables at which we practice: Penryn Oak stables. Pictures of the vaulters are posted on their website www.penrynoakstables.com. The girls earned enough donations for a new pad for Haystack.  Hard work pays off! The same day Channel 13 News interviewed our club members and ran the story on May 5.
