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In the past couple of years, vaulters in Michigan have done a great job spreading vaulting across the state.  At one time, there was only one vaulting club in the state. Today there are eight.  Various clubs across Michigan have done their best to promote this great sport by traveling to shows, hosting shows, and performing in exhibitions.  Just recently the vaulting teams in Michigan collaborated for a performance at the Michigan Stallion Expo hosted by the Michigan Horse Council. 

During the exhibition seven teams were represented including A Vaulting Connection, Agape Vaulters, Timberlane Vaulters, Victory Vaulters, Michigan Vaulting Teams, Fiddler’s Green Vaulters and Sunshine Vaulters.  Jane Egger, coach of Agape Vaulters, generously provided Gwen, their stellar Percheron, for the vaulters to use during three of the four performances.  

To add to the experience, Chris Horsmon, mother of silver vaulter Hannah Horsmon, provided commentary to ensure that the audience could get a good feel for vaulting as a competitive sport.  Karen Rach, coach of Michigan Vaulting Teams led the vaulters in simultaneous barrel and horse routines showcasing Bunny, their Morgan, and Lance, their Percheron in a theatrical performance to the theme of “At The Movies.”  Gwen, Bunny and Lance, all seasoned veterans of vaulting, handled the performances like champs, thus easing the jitters of the very eager vaulters.

Along with the seven teams, eight therapeutic vaulters from A Vaulting Connection had a chance to show off their skills to over two hundred spectators.  In Michigan, the Stallion Expo is a very big event.  It was the first time that all seven clubs worked together to present and promote vaulting in such a large venue.  Although the big arena and enthusiastic crowd had the potential to be overwhelming, all the vaulters performed beautifully. 

We are confident that Region X will grow rapidly as Michigan has demonstrated a true passion for vaulting.  There is a copious amount of talent among these vaulters and they are working hard to become national champions and world level vaulters.  This summer will be very exciting for Region X. Many of the Michigan clubs are working together to organize clinics, camps and vaulting fests for the state’s talented vaulters.  Watch for representatives of Region X at this year’s Nationals as well as the FEI World Games in 2010!
