Friendship Team in Kentucky

Tom Haynie

The AVA Friendship Team had the crowds cheering during the Rolex Kentucky Three-Day Event at the Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington, Kentucky, April 27-30. This was the first time my daughter Katie had been part of a Friendship Team event. Priscilla Faulkner was great at getting the whole event organized, pulling together vaulters, horses, horse trainers, handlers, and parents and then keeping everything running smoothly during several days of performances. 

The vaulters selected came from Georgia, Virginia, Tennessee, New Mexico and even Germany. Friendship Team Coach Lucinda Faulkner did a wonderful job of taking these talented vaulters and, in just one day, putting together a fifteen minute performance. The group put on five spectacular performances over the next three days – even performing once during the rain because “the show must go on.” Gumby and Paddington were the true stars of the show.

Following the Friendship Team performances each day was a Wild West Show featuring cowboy Denny Chapman. Denny, who works at the Kentucky Horse Park, was a great help to us during our stay and in turn we helped him handle horse changes and setup equipment during his show. When Denny’s assistant wasn’t available one day, I lit the fire poles and fire jumps during his act. Denny even tried out vaulting on Gumby at the walk and canter. He Roman Rides over fire at trot but this was his first time mounting and standing at the canter.

Katie and I greatly enjoyed being part of this Friendship Team event and look forward to many more. Thank you to everyone involved who made this such a great experience.

