Friendship Team at Equine Affaire

Lisa Zielenske

I was at vaulting practice one day and Mrs. Faulkner asked me if I would like to go with the Friendship Team to Equine Affaire in Franklin, Ohio as their groomer.   I was excited about the opportunity to work with the Friendship Team.

On the day we were leaving, I had to be at the barn very early.  I planned to ride in the truck with Mrs. Faulkner and Ms. Glenna (Shannon Wright’s mom who was going to help with food for the vaulters). Gumby and Paddington were loaded but as we started to pull out the brakes locked up on the horse trailer. Instead of being able to leave at 6:30 in the morning for our 10-12 hour drive, we left at 10:30 am after we had our brakes fixed.  I ended up driving with the other vaulters from our team and we followed the trailer to Ohio.  

It was about 8:00 pm, two hours away from Franklin when we got a call from Mrs. Faulkner that the trailer had a tire blow out.  We finally got the horses settled in the barn and everyone in the hotel about 2 am. That was a long day!

My roommate was Nicole d'Auriol, one of our loungers who also helped with the horses. She was very nice and I enjoyed staying with her. Every morning there was a schedule on our door for the day ahead.  The first two days our horses were only about five minutes away from the hotel. That was convenient because we needed all the sleep we could. At the Franklin County Fairgrounds, the vaulters practiced and we walked the horses a good bit.  We let them eat a lot of grass as we didn’t know if there would be that much grass at the Ohio Expo Center. 

The first day was probably the easiest day.  We gave the horses a bath and got the tack and miscellaneous items we needed out of the trailer.  We would be moving the horses to the Ohio Expo Center the next day where they would perform. When all the vaulters were finally there from their various flights, they practiced a short time that night.  After the practice, they went to the hotel to get a good night sleep for the next day.  The horses were easy to take care of as their food was already measured out.  While the vaulters practiced, we had plenty of time to clean stalls and get fresh water for the horses.

Day two was about the same. We got the horses out for anyone who hadn’t been on them to feel and get used to them and so they could try sections of the freestyle.  Nicole got to feel how she needed to lounge and everything seemed to go well. We had a local 4-H Club come and watch. The vaulters gave a 2 hour clinic on the basics of vaulting for the 14 club members and leaders.  I always think that its funny when really good vaulters try to the go back to basics because it’s hard, as they’ve been doing this stuff for a long time. When the vaulters were finished with the horses, we packed up all of the tack. The 4-H Club provided Blimpie sandwiches, drinks and dessert for everyone.

On day three we all met at the barn and everyone practiced a little. Around lunch, we loaded up and moved where we could permanently unpack. That was good news for me because I like to know where everything is.  As packed as the trailer was, it was hard to find one thing quickly when you have to go digging in the trailer for it. At this point, I had no idea what to expect. I didn’t realize there would be so many horses in such a big facility. Even by the last day I still got turned around in the barns. After we all unpacked and got everything settled, the vaulters practiced.  It was so nice to have all of their help. 

The rest of the time was basically the same. I was used to the routine the last day. Nicole and I got to the barn about 8am and the vaulters were about an hour behind us. We fed, watered and cleaned stalls. When the vaulters came we took the big boys (Gumby and Paddington) on about an hour walk. They had about three walks every day. The horses got many compliments and were wonderful. We didn’t have any problems. Paddington did the short little educational sessions with the vaulters during the day.  The stands were filled and it was great to see how much interest there was in vaulting!

We had several breaks during the day to go and shop. I enjoyed helping  Jan in the booth on some of my breaks. A lot of people stopped by with all kinds of questions! The horses loved the attention. Gumby was the only one the vaulters used but we kept both horses together. The performance was an Elvis theme.  Elvis with his guitar did a great job getting the audiences attention and the girls with their poodle skirts got the audience clapping. I was able to watch two of the three performances and it was really neat to see how the Friendship Team, coached by Lucinda Faulkner,  pulled together and did a great job.  I love the horses and I thoroughly enjoyed my job as groomer.  It was an amazing opportunity. 

