An Affaire to Remember!

By Rick Hawthorne

When the people at Equine Affaire contacted us last year, asking us to present vaulting at their event in Pomona, California 2005, we were quite excited. We love to present our favorite sport of Vaulting whenever we can. Virginia and I have been in vaulting for over twenty-five years and have enjoyed every minute of it. We’ve had many enjoyable opportunities throughout the years. We’ve been in the Rose Parade, the Los Angeles Olympics, the Pan American pre-trials and many others. To us, this was an opportunity as important as any we’ve ever had. The question in our minds was “How do we make this opportunity count most for vaulting?” We had a golden opportunity. Equine Affaire had allotted us one hour for our horse demonstration and two, one hour barrel Demonstrations/Clinics. We really wanted to show the audience the many aspects of vaulting. Though it was to be mostly higher level individual & team freestyle, we felt strongly that we should show some other aspects of vaulting. We wanted the audience to say “wow! That’s cool and I would really like to try it myself!”

We started hearing from people As soon as we arrived at the Equine Affaire. These people were there on previous days and heard that there was to be a vaulting demonstration on Saturday and had come back just to watch. We have done many demonstrations where people watching the show before us, simply got up and left before we even got into the arena. This time, however, was completely different! When the show before us ended the stands kept filling. By the time we were introduced, the stands were packed & people were standing three and four deep. As the narrator in the arena I had to keep remembering to turn 360 degrees while talking so as to include everyone.

After the first round of warm ups and compulsories, at the canter, we had two trot vaulters demonstrate the compulsories on our 17+ hand Hanoverian (Waldmeister). First, a 12 year old girl, Katie, who suffered brain damage after dying twice of heart attacks at a very young age, demonstrated the first four compulsories. Next, seven year old Victoria vaulted up all by her self and did the last three compulsories. After a long round of applause, I suggested, to everyone’s amazement that young Victoria attempt to scale our 19+ hand Swedish warm blood, again without any assistance. You can imagine what the crowds’ response while they watched what they thought would be the impossible, become possible. We’ll never forget the roar when little Victoria scaled to the top of Mt Everest, known to us as “Mr. Who”.

The rest of the demonstration was just as amazing. We took a little time to show such things as how vaulting helps riders’ seats and confidence. We had a question and answer period, which couldn’t have gone better. One lady asked why the vaulters were not wearing helmets. When I finished answering her, I could see heads, everywhere, shaking yes in agreement, including the lady who asked the question!   The end of our demo highlighted the advanced vaulters performing their individual and team freestyles, the audience once again showing their support through loud ovations. What happened to us that weekend was one of the most exciting moments we’ve ever had, in vaulting! You know things went well when the first call you get afterwards is the lady who asked about the helmets. This time she was asking if she could sign her three children up to vault! We are also helping four different equestrian facilities incorporate vaulting into their programs.

Finally, we would like to thank all those vaulters, our guest, Eva from Germany, Mary, Kelsey, Shelly, Victoria, Katie, all from Valley View Vaulters and Bethany from The Pinto Ranch, parents, Friends and Region I clubs, who helped with the demonstrations and AVA booth to make this, truly “An Affaire To Remember”.
