New CHA Certified Coaches

Darla Ryder

To society in general the word “certified” in any profession validates ability.  It is not different in the equine industry.  The Certified Horsemanship Association (CHA) has developed a clinic process in cooperation with the AVA.  The process requires a 24-hour period and is generally held over two and a half days.  Coaches are evaluated in five areas: safety, horse and vaulting knowledge, coaching and longeing ability, group control and professionalism.  Certification is available at two levels.  Level one certification denotes an introductory/beginning level coach while level two denotes a more knowlegeable, experienced coach.  It is hoped that the future will bring a four level certification process.

On March 29, 2007 Vicky Bosworth, Rick Hawthorne, Rusty Hill, Marianne Rose, Karin Schmidt and Emma Seely earned their CHA certification. The clinic was led by Darla Ryder and Patti Skipton.  Congratulations to all!

“The CHA vaulting program covers so much more than just coaching vaulting.  Safety was number one with information about barn management, horse selection, group control and so much more.  I’ve been in this sport for a long time and I was reminded that there is still lots more to learn!” Emma Seely 

“If you are a vaulting coach, you know balance and you have horse knowledge.  You know that riding techniques translate to vaulting and vice versa.  The clinic did not feature information or work that is not applicable to vaulting.  You can do this too!” Vicky Bosworth
“This certification process is providing the industry standard for vaulting coaches.” Rusty Hill

“The professionalism, flexibility and kindness of the clinic leaders were impressive.  It is always good to be reminded of the basics of our coaching craft.  We all learned from each other as well as from the program. I recommend certification as an addition to existing resources for all vaulting coaches from recreational/camp level on up.”  Marianne Rose

