THE VET CHECK

Adrienne Stang

THE HORSE

Condition

The horse should be in good condition, well muscled, eyes alert and coat shiny.  Plan to arrive well in advance of the vet check in order to water, exercise and groom the horse properly.  Feet should be trimmed or shod within a reasonable time before the competition.  The vet may ask you questions about obvious scrapes or injuries.  Know your horse so you are able to answer any questions from the vet.


Grooming

The horse must be clean and well trimmed.  Its mane must be braided or roached. If roached it should not be too long – a roached mane does not mean a Mohawk.  Braids should be small and neat as in hunter style.  The tail looks nicer if braided but that is not required.  The horse’s feet should be clean and hoofs may be treated.

Tack

The horse must be presented in a vaulting bridle with reins.  The horse number must be attached on the right side.  Make sure leather and bit are spotless.  No leg wraps, boots or crops are allowed. 

THE HANDLER

Dress

The handler’s clothing should be business-like and appropriate for horse sport – neither too dressy nor too casual. Jeans and t-shirts are considered too casual.  Logos on clothing should be small and are usually on the left front of the shirt.  At the FEI level, the maximum size allowed is found in GR Art. 135.  Clean leather shoes or boots in good condition are necessary and leather gloves are helpful.  All clothing should be clean and unwrinkled.  Longeing attire is also appropriate.  Long hair neatly pulled back or in a bun gives one a more professional appearance.  Hats and sunglasses are allowed when needed.

THE COURSE

Set-Up

Rules call for an indoor or outdoor course 50 meters in length with markers at the beginning and at the turn.  Usually cones are used but plants are also good markers.  The surface must be firm, level, clean and not slippery.  If the competition surface is used, it must be rolled firm.  If asphalt is used, it should have a layer of sand to prevent slipping.  Dirt roads may be used but must be swept free of rocks. 

THE PROCEDURE

Panel

The purpose of the inspection is to ensure “fitness to compete”.  At the FEI level (VLTR Art. 726), the Veterinary Delegate and a member of the Ground Jury will inspect the horses.  At USEF (VA 113) and AVA (Art. 107) level, the Veterinary Delegate and two members of the Ground Jury will inspect the horses.  The Panel will approve the surface on which the inspection takes place.  The Veterinary delegate will give his recommendation to the panel, which will make the decision to accept, not accept or refer to the holding box.  In the holding box, the Examining Veterinarian will observe the horse and report his findings to the Veterinary Delegate for re-inspection.  Re-inspection may be done at this time or at the end of the vet check. 

Entry 

The handler enters when announced, stops at the beginning of the course and stands in front of the horse holding one rein on each side about a foot from the bit.  The Handler should greet the Panel and answer any questions.  No other conversation is permitted.     

Stand

The Veterinary Delegate will walk around the horse to carry out a brief visual inspection.  Be prepared to answer any questions he may have about your horse.  Palpation of a limb is allowed if deemed necessary but other clinical tests may not be performed at this time.

Walk/Trot

At the Vet’s signal, walk on the left side of your horse holding a loose rein.  When you are halfway to the turn, pick up a lively trot.  Walk around the turn to your right (clockwise)!  You may raise your left hand to the horse’s eye to help turn him.  Resume with a lively trot up the right side past the Vet.  Halt at the entrance and wait for the decision to be announced. 

Decision

The Panel will announce their decision and there is no appeal against this decision.  If the horse is sent to the holding box, the Examining Vet will work with you and report to the panel when the horse is ready for re-inspection.

NOTE:  If you are serious about earning the Osierlea Award (given for excellence of presentation at the vet check), you and your horse must be groomed to perfection.  In addition you must show your horse like a professional and that means a knowledgeable, confident demeanor while moving in step with your horse at all times.  Horse must not break from the required gait and should proceed on a very straight line.  I believe practice is necessary to achieve this level of professionalism.  Many horses and longeurs were turned out beautifully at our 1009 Nationals but the movement through the course without a fault from entrance to exit was done by only one team and they were the winners. 
